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From the Grand Knight

                  

Worthy Brothers and Sisters,

The Concept of Catholic Knighthood 

Drawing from the chivalry and code of conduct that characterize the knights of the Middle Ages, the 
Knights of Columbus forged a new type of knighthood – one that was suited to modern times.  Initially, 
knights fulfilled secular rather than religious roles.  However, spirituality and fidelity to the Church soon 
became increasingly important.  Knighthood became overly religious with the founding of monastic 
orders of knighthood, promoted by Saint Bernard of Clairvaux. The ideals of non-monastic Catholic 
knights also received significant attention in a treaty of knighthood by Blessed Ramon Llull, who also 
devoted his life to evangelization in the Middle East.  Although the works of knights varied and evolved 
over centuries, these holy men urged knights to settle for nothing less than the pinnacle of virtue to 
fidelity. 
The concept of knighthood enjoyed a resurgent popularity in the Victorian Era, which extolled its code of 
chivalric conduct, its defense of others, and its fraternal brotherhood. 
As Nigar Saul wrote in Chivalry in Medieval England, “it’s roots lay in an idealized view of the medieval 
past which grew up in reaction to the horrors of the grim industrialization of the time”. 
But while other groups adopted knightly themes or names devoid of faith, the founders of the Knights of 
Columbus placed the Catholic faith and Christian values and virtue at the center of its conception of 
knighthood.
At the same time, the Order did away with the requirements of social status, money, and physical ability 
that had been a part of knighthood historically. 
Writing in his 1898 Columbia article “True Knighthood“, future supreme knight Edward Hearn explicitly 
embraced the idea of the Knights recapturing knighthood for the modern day:  
“… it was to bring back into our hurried and restless American life some of the characteristics of ancient 
knighthood that the society of the Knight of Columbus was established.” 

Thank You and God Bless!

SK Eddy Merlet
Grand Knight

OUR NEXT MEMBER MEETING IS ON THURSDAY MAY 19, 2022, 7 PM IN  THE PARISH HALL.
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BISHOP NORBERT M. DORSEY CP ASSEMBLY #3482

OUR NEXT MEETING IS ON THURSDAY JUNE 2, 2022, 7 PM IN  THE KNIGHTS ROOM.

Our application with 5 supporting documents for the “TO BE A PATRIOT AWARD” was submitted to 
Worthy District Master John O’Toole on April 26. Many thanks to Past Grand Knight Rob Light for his 
expertise in completing the very challenging limited blank spaces on the form.

Worthy Rob is helping with the same process to complete the form for the Civic Award. We are required 
to conduct 4 civic programs which are patriotic in nature. We are submitting the:

Patriotic Rosary we prayed in the church on Patriot Day September 11, 2021.

Shady Oaks Cemetery cleanup (38 Veterans rest there) we conducted on October 23,  2021.

Veterans Day Ceremony we conducted on November 11, 2021.

Disabled South Vietnamese and American Veterans fund raiser conducted throughout the year.

All of these and some other requirements will qualify us for the Star Assembly Award.

On a personal note, Sharon and I have decided to return to Louisville Kentucky to be near our family 
members. This was our intention all along since we’ve been here the last 12 years. We had agreed we would 
know when it was time to leave. Some recent events have made it clear, it’s time. We’re working on a plan 
which we hope will allow us to stay until the end of June. (We’ll see how it goes).

I’ve been working closely with my replacement Sir Rich Passarella the last few weeks to do the best I could 
to leave him in good shape to make it a smooth transition. A big part has been the new officers training 
classes being conducted on the 4th Thursday each month at 7 PM in room 312. Any Assembly member who 
wants to learn something to help our Assembly prosper is welcome.

Please review the April 7, 2022 meeting minutes for the list of nominees for new officers beginning July 1, 
2022. There will be a few changes as a result of my not moving to the Faithful Admiral office. Our election 
will be conducted at our next meeting May 5, 2022

NOW, for some really good news! There will be another opportunity to move up to the 4th Degree on June 
18, 2022. This will be a Virtual Degree which we are invited to attend with our Brother Knights at St Joseph 
Church. Our own Father John will participate along with Brothers Jose Montes, Nicholas Inbornone, Be 
Duong and a few others who will be signing up very soon. Please talk with those brothers you know who 
could join us. We’ll be having an orientation meeting in a few weeks for those who would like to know 
about us. REMEMBER: You do not have to buy the regalia and you do not have to be a 
veteran.

You can always contact me at 502-762-1731.  

Vivat Jesus.

SK Charlie Hunton
Faithful Navigator



 
Patriotic Rosary

Thursday, April 21, 2022

Our Lady’s Chapel

Each month on the 3rd Thursday at 6pm just before our regular Council meeting Sir Knight Joe Tocco leads as we pray the Rosary 
in our Lady’s Chapel.

On April 21, the chapel was nearly full to capacity with a large number of Council, Assembly and Lady’s Auxiliary members in 
attendance.   

We prayed the Patriotic Rosary for our country, the men and women in faraway places ready to serve, and the people of Ukraine.

Those who led the Rosary were Sir Knights Joe Tocco, Bobby Sullivan, Rich Passarella, John Pechar, Bill Quinn, Bob Richmond and 
Charlie Hunton. Brother Ashley Breaux presented a Patriotic song after each decade and concluded by singing the Ava Maria.
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SK Joe Tocco SK Rich Passarella

Brother Ashley Breaux
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From the Ladies Auxiliary President               

Lady of the Month:  Chris DeStefon

She Joined us in 2021 and has hit the ground running.  She was a great help at our Christmas Party, helping with set-up, and selling 
raffle tickets.  Has recently been involved in supporting her husband at the Daily Bread on Sundays and other Knight’s functions.    
She is also very active with CHRIP.  Chris has also accepted the position of Chaplin.  Congratulations! 

Activities this month:

April 1 & 8 – Lenten Fish Fry:  Thank you Ladies who helped in the kitchen, cooked, served, and cleaned up. Especially the ladies 
who came week after week to sell 50/50 raffle tickets.  We had a lot of new faces this year and appreciate all your help.

April 2 & 13 – Forty Cans for Lent/Food Pantry collection:  Your generosity positively impacted our Social Concerns Food Pantry.  
Thank you to all the Ladies who donated.

 April 21 –Patriotic Rosary:  SK Charlie Hunton lead our group for the special rosary.   The rosary was dedicated to all or our 
military men and women in far away places who stand ready to serve and the people of Ukraine.  It was a beautiful rosary with 
everyone singing Patriotic songs.  Thank you, Charlie.

April 21 – We had our monthly meeting in the Church Hall, we had a social event after to include the Knight’s and Father John.  It 
was a great “Last Hurrah”

April 24 – Daily Bread   Thank you to Kris Webster and her family for all their dedicated work to this cause.  Lots of new faces 
this month.  Keep up the good work.

Our next monthly meeting for the LA will be on Thursday, May 19, 2022, in the Ministry Bldg, Room 313.  Election of officers will 
take place for year 2022-2023

Many Blessings

Ginny Reeder
President, Ladies Auxiliary

 



 

Tobin Open Golf Tournament 

The Council and Ladies Auxiliary were there to help on April 23 for the first Tobin Open Golf tournament and Silent Auction 
benefiting Ascension Catholic School.  The event was held at the Indian River Colony Club, in Veria, FL.  Some of the K of C and 
LA sold raffle tickets for the 50/50 raffle.  The LA  also donated a basket for the Silent Auction.  The basket consisted of $110. in 
cash, $160 in various gift cards, 7 various scratch off tickets, 2 boxes of golf balls and an Auto Putt Return..  Lady Olga Kelly won 
the bid on the basket.  Congratulations! Thank you all you donated to this basket and who helped for the Tobin Open.
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SK Charlie Hunton, Lady Sharon Hunton, Madam President Ginny Reeder

Basket won by Lady Olga Kelly
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Around the Ascension Community 

Daily Bread — April 24
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Monthly Council Meeting 

    

  

Family of the Month — John and Chris DeStefon

Knight of the Month — John Casko

Sir Knight of the Month — SK Jack Duggan & SK Joe Ameigh

Father John provides opening prayer 
and spiritual words of encouragement 

Knight of the Month — Richard Ceravola



Council and Ladies Auxiliary Social 
After the monthly meeting, all joined the ladies for a well deserved social with food and drinks — a great time was 
had by all!
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Divine Mercy 
Both SK Deacon Tom Stauffacher and SK Deacon Bill Terneus  gave wonderful talks at this month’s Council and Assembly Meetings on 
Divine Mercy Sunday.  Deacon Tom encouraged us to celebrate God’s blessing act of divine compassion. He emphasized that Devine Mercy 
is a refuge for sinners.  Deacon Bill also gave some history of the Divine Mercy and how it can be a wonderful way to provide comfort and 
support to those sick and dying and their families and other loved ones.  Deacon Bill and his wife Christie have visited our Parishioners 
many times to pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet in their time of need.  

You can read more about The Devine Mercy, The Devine Mercy Chaplet, St. Thomas Aquinas and St. Catherine of Siena here:

https://www.thedivinemercy.org 

Coats for Kids 

SK Bobby Sullivan identified the American Indian Christian Mission (AICM) in Show Low, Arizona to receive coats this year. Normally we 
would receive the Coats for Kids from a Knight source — this year we missed the deadline to order them from the Knights so we sent 
our donation directly to the Mission. 

We had $600 in our budget for the coats — but additional great news! An anonymous member made a private donation of $400.00 to 
support the Coats for Kids Program. This brought our Council's total contribution to $1,000.00 to AICM for the purchase of coats for the 
children.  The children were able to pick out their own coats this year.  Below is a picture sent to us by the American Indian Christian 
Mission.

 We can all feel good that we were able to help these wonderful children.  

Additional information on the Mission:

American Indian Christian Mission exists to: “Evangelize and Equip Native Americans for Christ.” Evangelism:  Our purpose is to help 
Native Americans become aware of God and to bring them into a saving knowledge of His Son, Jesus Christ.  We teach that accepting 
Christ is the only way one can be saved. We accomplish this in a 3-fold ministry; The AICM boarding school, outreach to families of 
students, and Blue Bus ministry.

You can learn more about AICM here:

https://www.aicm.org

Bobby is already working on the Coats for Kids program for next year.  Bobby is working with Vicky Gaffeny of the Family Advocacy 
Project in Mount Vernon, Kentucky.  There is an urgent need for help in Appalachia, so for 2022, we are planning to support the Christian 
Appalachian Project with Coats for Kids.  You can read more about this organization here:

https://www.christianapp.org
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 The children are wearing their coats and are beaming as they show them off to the camera.  

https://www.aicm.org
https://www.christianapp.org


Knights of Columbus
Council 14573

Ascension Catholic Community
P.O. Box 362164 

Melbourne, Florida 32936
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We Support Catholic 
Radio 
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Behold, how good and how pleasant it is for 
brothers to dwell together in unity! (Ps 133:1)Editor 

SK Bob Richmond 
bobr52@gmail.com

Help our school — If you are a regular Amazon customer, log on to your account 
and look for Amazon Smile where you can choose a portion of your purchase go 
to a charity of your choice — find and select Ascension Catholic School and 
you are all set.
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